
 

 

 
 

The Softer Side of Hard Times, Kentucky Depression-era Quilts 
 

Counties represented in exhibit. 
 

County Lender/Donor Quilt title Est. Date Quilt Made By 
Jefferson Univ. of Ky. 

William T. Young 
Library, Wade Hall 

Collection 

 
Fan variation 

 
1930 

 
Mrs. Reager of 

Reager’s Station  

Franklin Bernice M. Moore Colonial History  1930 Ruth Moore 
Allen Ky.  Library & 

Museum, Western 
Ky. Univ. 

 
Princess Feather  

 
1940 

 
Cora Potts 

Eubank 
Lee Rose Hieronymous 

(KHS collection) 
Elephant’s Child 

appliqué  
 

1934 
 

Hazel J. 
Hieronymous 

Muhlenberg Warren S. 
McDonough (KHS 

collection) 

Dogwood 
 appliqué 

 
1935 

 
Ella Lewis Smith 

 Arthur B. Rouse Jr. 
(KHS collection) 

Eastern Star 
Memory 

 
1934 

Members of the 
Eastern Star 

Jefferson Ky. Library & 
Museum, Western 

Ky. Univ. 

Log Cabin, 
Pineapple variation 

 
1930-40 

 
Students in the 
National Youth 
Administration 
sewing class 
taught by 

Whitlock Fennell 
Disher 

 
Warren 

Christine B. Martin 
(KHS collection) 

Butterfly 
 appliqué 

1934 Lavada Belk &  
Virgie Gallaway 

Belk 
Fayette Colleen Caden 

Welsh 
Double Wedding 

Ring 
1935 A.M. Caden Shop 

Warren Ky. Library & 
Museum, Western 

Ky. Univ. 

Spectrum 1935 George W. 
Yarrall 

Muhlenberg Warren S. 
McDonough (KHS 

collection) 

Floral Wreath 
appliqué 

1930 Ella Lewis Smith 

Green Helen B. Abney 
(KHS collection) 

Rose of Sharon 
appliqué 

1939 Lou Fanny Sutton 



 

 

Fayette Colleen Caden 
Welsh 

Star of the 
Bluegrass 

Grand 
prizewinner 

at 1933 
Chicago 

World’s Fair 

A.M. Caden Shop 

Fayette Univ. of Ky., 
William T. Young 
Library, Wade Hall 

Collection 

Pansies & Ribbons  
1930 

Mattie Clark 
Black 

Jefferson Susan Smith, niece 
of Frances Klemenz 

Bleeding Hearts 
appliqué 

1933 Frances Klemenz 

Grayson Leggett & Platt Inc.  
(Stearns & Foster) 

Martha’s Vineyard, 
Stearns & Foster 
mfr.  sample #28 

1930 Attributed to 
Sara Martha 

Brewer Wilson 
Marion  Martha G. Kelly 

(KHS collection) 
Four Arrow 1925-40 Millie Anderson 

McCain 
Grayson Stearns & Foster Dancing Daffodils 1935 Sara Martha 

Brewer Wilson 
Jefferson Merikay Waldvogel Fuchsia Floral 

appliqué 
1935 Regina Inc. 

(designed 
Loraine Neff)  

Breckenridge Jane Scott Hodges Sailor Ship 1940 Eleanor Beard 
Studio 

Jefferson KHS Museum 
purchase 

Twinkling Star 1935 Louisville 
Bedding 
Company 

Lee Betty Carolyn 
Congleton (KHS 

collection) 

Double Wedding 
Ring 

1935 Nell Sanders 
Congleton & 
Mertie Hall 
Congleton 

Franklin Julienne Foster Comfort 1940 Maker unknown 
 

Jefferson 
Tom & Bea Murphy 

(KHS collection) 
Grandmother’s 
Flower Garden 

1935 Mrs. John McNeil 

Jackson 
 

Nannie Smith (KHS 
collection) 

Grandmother’s 
Flower Garden 

1932 Nannie Madden 
Smith 

Fayette Univ. of Ky., 
William T. Young 
Library, Wade Hall 

Collection 

Striped Star 1930 Unknown 

Scott Marilyn Dishman Comfort 1940 Anna Henderson 
Dishman  

 


